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This talk is based on….

• Written sources
• Documents of Fred Mulder (many!)

• Slides of presentations

• Grant requests

• Reports to funders

• Factsheets

• Outlines

• My personal archive
• Seminars

• Several discussions with Ben Janssen
• At that time strategic advisor at OUNL; 

worked closely with Fred

• Some facts checked with
• Anja Mulder

• Cable Green

• My memory
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Voluntary memory (Proust repeats it ad 
nauseam) is of no value as an 
instrument of evocation, and provides an 
image as far removed from the real as 
the myth of our imagination or the 
caricature furnished by direct perception. 
(p. 4)

(Beckett, S. (1957). Proust. Grove Press, New York)
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Initial setting
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2010

• Fred Mulder stepping down 
as rector from the OUNL

• UNESCO Chair on OER
• OUNL (Fred Mulder)

• Athabasca (Rory McGreal)
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2011 – 4-6 May OCWC Global Meeting Cambridge (Boston)

• First mention of 
research

• But not about how to 
implement
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2011 – 18/19 June New York

• Joint meeting UNESCO Chairs OER

• Agreed Plan of Action for Open Educational Resources

• Two main Lines of Action
• Global OER Graduate School (priority PhD level) (coordinator OUNL)

• OER Knowledge Cloud (coordinator AU)

• Two enabling Lines of  Action
• Global OER Map of national and institutional OER initiatives

• Global balance in the network of UNESCO Chairs in OER
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Rationale behind the Graduate School

• Need of substantial expansion of the OER research base, to:
• develop and explore new knowledge in the broad OER field linked to a 

variety of disciplines

• provide a solid fundament for the introduction and implementation of OER 
innovations

• monitor and evaluate the outcomes of institutional, national and 
international OER initiatives

• increase evidence and guidance for OER in practice

• in an international contextual diversity
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Foreseen benefits of the Graduate School (1st 5 from 17)
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Benefits
PhD

candidates

(co- or

associate)

Promotors

related

University

(Institute)

1
A significant and substantial worldwide interdisciplinary OER researchers network 

(‘focus & mass')
x x x

2 Reputation to be based on increasing excellence by the focus & mass approach x x x

3
Joint mentoring and supervision by a promoter's team of 2-3 OER and other domain 

expert researchers from universities from different countries
x x x

4

An advanced global learning network, offering online facilities and virtual 

activities which suit the target group being scattered and (partly) time 

constrained

x x

5

A training component to be composed from a catalog of diverse good quality 

courses (including transferable skills), based on OER and to be delivered by 

partner universities or individual GO-GN experts

x x x



Out in the world

• 8 september 2011 - Brussels
• EADTU (European Association of Distance Teaching Universities) R&D 

Strategy Meeting

• 27 oktober 2011 - Park City
• OpenEd 2011

• Principles and Characteristics
• Distributed decentralized model with light overall coordination and 

regulation

• Membership and finances

• Memberships from institutions and experts

• “Efforts will be made to set up an externally funded Grants Program”
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Funding

• First funders in 2012:
• Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, 

the Netherlands: €120K (~US$ 126K)

• DG Education and Culture of the European 
Commission: €120K

• Hewlett Foundation in 2013:
• For 3 GO-GN seminars: US$153K
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Support team

• OUNL
• Jos Rikers

• Marina Pongraz

• Bernardo Tabuenca

• Feedback from Rory McGreal and many 
more, a.o.
• Susan d’Antoni (UNESCO at that time)

• Cable Green (Creative Commons)
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Launch
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16 April 2012 - OCWC Global Meeting – Cambridge (UK)

https://presentations.ocwconsortium.org/uk2012_220_mulder_mcgreal_unesco_chairs_in_OER/


Introduction acronym

• After this presentation was given
• Fred did not use the acronym in this 

presentation

• Fred told me: Cable Green came up with 
the acronym

• But…
• Cable cannot remember this (“that detail is 

no longer in my brain ☺”)

• I could not find any reference in the 
documents

• So, only based on my memory….
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Members on 3 December 2012

19 experts

18

5 Institutions 9 PhD students



The first four seminars
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6-13 December 2013 – 1st GO-GN seminar

• 10 years GO-GN: counted from here

• Cape Town

• Simultaneously with kick-off of 
ROER4D

• According to Fred (in report for 
Ministry of Education, Culture & 
Science):

“Participants were unanimously very 
enthusiastic about the output of the 
Seminar in terms of relevant feedback 
on their research (plans), the creation 
of a fruitful network of kindred spirits, 
and the extensive informal contacts.”

20



21



Other seminars before hand over to OU-UK

• April 2014: Ljubljana (simultaneously with OEGlobal Global 
meeting)
• E-book with reports, slides and video lectures https://go-

gn.net/resources/publications/

• November 2014: Washington (simultaneously with OpenEd)

• April 2015: Banff (simultaneously with OEGlobal Global meeting)

• In these conferences, there was a separate GO-GN track where 
the research was presented to a wider audience
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Ljubljana
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Washington
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Banff
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Some statistics
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2015: hand-over to OU-UK

• Retirement Fred Mulder in November 2014

• No follow-up in OUNL to take over GO-GN

• Banff seminar was co-organized with OU-UK

• In July 2015 final hand-over

• From announcement letter of Fred :

“It has been a great pleasure and privilege to serve GO-GN and its members as 
its founding Academic Coordinator. However, I have formally retired as a full 
Professor at OUNL by the end of October 2014 and that was paralleled with the 
end of my four-year term as UNESCO Chair holder in OER at OUNL. In order to 
find a new home for GO-GN, I contacted our colleagues at the OU in the UK 
(OU UK). We were quick in our decision to link GO-GN to their OER Research 
Hub since the synergy and mutual benefits were crystal clear. “
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Reflecting at hand-over

• Better alignment with trends in 
openness:

• From “open instruments” (OER, MOOC, 
Open policy,…) 

        Overview topics in 2014 

• To “open practice” and value-driven 
approach (open pedagogy, social justice 
perspective,…)
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Topics and rationale 

• How are the topics mentioned in the Rationale (slide 10) linked 
to the topics from the PhD studies?
• Most PhD studies address more than one of the topics
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Rationale Topics

Develop and explore new knowledge in the broad OER 
field linked to a variety of disciplines

E.g. the MOOC studies

Provide a solid fundament for the introduction and 
implementation of OER innovations

Most PhD-studies address this (e.g. Bernardo Tabuenca, 
Jos Rikers) 

Monitor and evaluate the outcomes of institutional, 
national and international OER initiatives

E.g. studies of Igor Lesko and Glenda Cox

Increase evidence and guidance for OER in practice Has overlap with all previous topics



Future

• The rationale behind GO-GN is still valid

• Steady growth needed

• Complementing and strengthening by 
regional RO-GNs (regional chapters)
• Fred mentioned the idea of an EO-GN 

(European) in 2011 

• Opportunity for joining forces in region-
specific topics

• Regional chapters under supervision of 
an UNESCO Chair in the region
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Colophon

Author: Robert Schuwer. 

This presentation is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license. 

When reused, use the reference:

Schuwer, R. (13 October 2023). Back To The Future. The Early Years of GO-GN. Open Education – All Kinds of 
Information. https://robertschuwer.nl/download/slides/20231013/go-gn.pptx
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Resources

Frontpage: CC0 Guillermo Ferla on Unsplash

Fred Mulder: Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International on GO-GN

Base of talk: CC0 Arnold Antoo on Unsplash

Samuel Beckett: CC BY-SA Yuma https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Samuel_Beckett_2007.jpg

Initial setting: CC0 Ravi Sharma on Unsplash

Fred & Rory: CC0 Robert Schuwer

Funding: CC0 Melissa Walker Horn on Unsplash

Support team: CC0 krakenimages on Unsplash

Launch: CC0 Iván Díaz on Unsplash

Fred presenting (video still): CC-BY OEGlobal
https://presentations.ocwconsortium.org/uk2012_220_mulder_mcgreal_unesco_chairs_in_OER/

Cable Green: CC-BY David Kindler on Flickr https://www.flickr.com/photos/dtkindler/8258481397/

Seminars: CC-BY GO-GN https://www.flickr.com/photos/go-gn/26088097044/

GO-GN 2013 Cape Town: license not mentioned on https://www.felixcseyfarth.com/go_gn-seminar-roer4d-open-education-
mooc-development/

GO-GN 2014 Ljubljana: CC-BY GO-GN 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_eQkLeG94QaQi14YXNqYVhxNWc/view?pref=2&pli=1

GO-GN 2014 Washington: CC0 Robert Schuwer

GO-GN 2015 Banff: CC0 Robert Schuwer

Take-over: CC0 Robert Schuwer

Take-over group photo: CC-BY Martin Weller

Future: CC0 Javier Allegue Barros on Unsplash
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